
8th - 25th MAY 2020
With Scott McGregor & Bernadette Eichner

• GLASGOW • OBAN • MULL •
• INVERNESS • DUNDEE • EDINBURGH •

Scotland 
By Rail



OVERVIEW 

Mists rolling over cavernous Glens and Lochs, woolly mountain 
cattle grazing on rocky hillsides, castles of fame and tragedy 
towering over their surrounds, fireside whisky’s in warm pubs 
and the haunting sounds of bagpipes drifting on the breeze. 
Scotland is at once romantic, wild, majestic and characterised 
by those enterprising and fiercely independent people that 
Winston Churchill famously declared, “Of all the small nations 
of this earth, perhaps only the ancient Greeks surpass the 
Scots in their contribution to mankind.” Some of the most 
spectacular scenery and the UK’s highest mountains are to 
be found in Scotland, extending from the English borders, up 
through the Lowlands and the Highlands, to the Orkney and 
Shetland Islands. 

Our tour is bookended by the two principal cities of Glasgow 
in the west and the capital, Edinburgh, in the east. Experience 
amazing train journeys on the scenic railways of Scotland, 
many built during the very beginnings of the great Railway 
Age. We’ll visit some of Scotland’s iconic castles, steeped in 
history and legend, and will stay in coastal towns along the 
way, including the northern city of Inverness and Dundee on 
the Firth of Tay. We’ll travel over the famous Tay Rail Bridge 
and cantilevered Forth Rail Bridge, a UNESCO World Heritage site, before arriving in Edinburgh, dominated by its castle dating from 
the 12th century. Led by your experienced UK-based tour leader, we’ll stay in quality accommodation, travelling as much as possible 
by the local trains through wild areas and viewing the Highland scenery at a time of year Billy Connolly humorously describes... 
“There are two seasons in Scotland. June and winter.”

HIGHLIGHTS 

• Ride the famous steam-hauled Jacobite train across 
Scotland’s wild north 

• Travel on the Cairngorm Mountain Railway, Bo’ness 
and Kinneil Railway and along the historic Strathspey 
Railway 

• Experience all manner of ScotRail trains and our own 
private coach connections 

• Visit some of Scotland’s most iconic castles and abbeys 

• Travel over the famous Tay Rail Bridge and World 
Heritage Forth Rail Bridge 

• Embark on many guided tours including Glasgow city, 
Edinburgh city and the RRS Discovery 

• Cruise Loch Ness and take the ferry to the sacred Isles 
of Staffa and Iona 

• Stay in the heart of Scotland’s two foremost cities—
Glasgow and Edinburgh 

• Tours and tastings at whisky distilleries, and enjoy 
special Scottish themed dinners

MEET YOUR TOUR LEADERS

SCOTT MCGREGOR 

Scott Mcgregor has been involved in the media for over 30 years as an actor, presenter, writer 
and producer. But it’s now sharing his love of travel, and particularly railway travel, where 
Scott’s passion lies. Graduating from NIDA in 1979, he appeared in a wide range of stage, 
film and TV roles, including the lead in the ABC’s epic mini-series 1915. He has presented 
and hosted numerous prime-time television series, including many years as the handyman on 
Better Homes and Gardens and Room For Improvement. He has also presented two series of 
his own Railway Adventures for Channels 10 and 7 and a number of programs for The History 
Channel. After more than a decade leading tours, he decided to establish Railway Adventures 
in 2012. He also owns and operates RUWENZORI—an Orient Express-style tourist retreat on 
the Great Dividing Range near Mudgee.

BERNADETTE EICHNER 

A skilled presenter, actor, psychologist and an emerging voice for the over-55’s, Bernadette 
owns and operates her own businesses, helping organisations to be the best they can be. 
Her travel experiences are many and varied, from the wilds of the Kimberley to the port 
caves of Portugal, from the treasures of Angkor Wat to the bright lights of Broadway, the 
magnificence of Scandinavia to the big skies of South Africa. Over the last few years, she has 
co-hosted many tours with Scott McGregor, including Scandinavia, Vietnam, Borneo, Japan, 
and Sri Lanka and started leading in her own right fronting our highly successful Borneo and 
Scandinavia tours in 2019. Our client testimonials praise her for being well organised, fun, 
inclusive and empathetic. 



WHY TRAVEL WITH US
Railway Adventures offers a truly unique perspective on some of the world’s most spectacular holiday destinations, with the 
assurance that the journey is just as magical and unforgettable as what is discovered at the end of the line. 

WITH US, YOU CAN CONFIDENTLY EXPECT:

• Small group sizes — a maximum of 20 passengers per trip guarantees an intimate experience with less time spent queuing, 
more time with your guide, and better access to sightseeing destinations. 

• Unique itineraries — each itinerary has been meticulously developed by a team with great cultural awareness and many years’ 
knowledge of each destination. You are guaranteed to experience the best that each destination has to offer. 

• Authentic local experiences — whether it’s a little-known yet impressive steam railway, a small boutique hotel or an 
authentic restaurant, we know that you will experience something special on our tours. 

• Expert local guides and local operators — we employ local guides to share their passion and knowledge of the places they 
call home, while our partners on the ground offer us support and backup all the way. 

• Customer satisfaction — our testimonials speak for themselves.  Thousands have travelled with us over the years and many 
come back year after year, often bringing friends along! On our customer satisfaction ratings over 97% would recommend 
us to others and/or travel with us again.    

• Fully-escorted — our team of tour leaders is experienced and capable, entertaining and considerate, and together with our 
local guides, have your needs well covered. They will help with everything along the way, giving you the peace of mind you need 
to soak up your surroundings. And you’ll find them jolly good company to boot! 
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SOME WAYS 
YOU’LL TRAVEL
The best train trips possible, private luxury 
coach for off-train travel and many other 
appealing ways to explore. Here’s a selection:

The Jacobite



Day 1 • Fri 8th May 2020: ARRIVE GLASGOW 
Arrive in Glasgow and check in to our centrally located hotel. Our tour begins this evening when we gather with Alan and our fellow travellers for 
a celebratory welcome dinner at the hotel’s brasserie. 

Overnight: Jurys Inn, Glasgow (D) 

Day 2 • Sat 9th May: GLASGOW 
Our tour officially begins this morning in the old Industrial heartland of Scotland, Glasgow, with a guided tour. During the Victorian era Glasgow 
was booming and along with other cities in the British Empire, boldly declared itself the Second City of the Empire. London was always the first, 
of course. We’ll see some of the remaining old features of this great city, observing Glasgow’s industrial past captured in its museums, and the 
old Merchant City area in the eastern part of the city centre which is dominated by the City Hall, a magnificent building opened in 1888 oozing 
with the wealth of the city. It is still used as the city hall today. Following lunch, the afternoon and evening is at leisure to continue exploring 
Glasgow on your own or take the opportunity to join Alan on a visit to the Glasgow Science Centre or Riverside Museum of Transport and Travel. 

Overnight: Jurys Inn, Glasgow (B, L) 

Day 3 • Sun 10th May: GLASGOW 
On this free day in Glasgow there is much to see, including the Glasgow Science Centre Planetarium with IMAX theatre, the spectacular Kelvingrove Art 
Gallery and Museum situated in Kelvingrove Park, and the Glasgow Police Museum, significant as Glasgow had the first police force in Great Britain. 

Overnight: Jurys Inn, Glasgow (B) 

Day 4 • Mon 11th May: GLASGOW—OBAN 
Today your luggage will be taken separately, by coach, to Oban while our morning is at leisure to further explore the city of Glasgow or, 
alternatively, join Alan on an optional tour. Our afternoon departure is by public train from Glasgow to Oban. We take the West Highland main 
line, opened in 1880, and travel towards the Western Isles of Scotland to the port of Oban. It is a single-line railway winding its way through 
magnificent scenery to Oban, the gateway to the Isles of Mull and Iona. On arrival in Oban, we will check into our hotel, set on North Pier and 
overlooking beautiful Oban Bay. Oban, a small resort town, is known as the ‘Seafood capital of Scotland’, so why not experience Oban’s fresh 
fish and shellfish for dinner at one of the restaurants nearby. 

Overnight: Perle Hotel, Oban (B) 

Day 5 • Tue 12th May: OBAN—MULL 
This morning we will travel to the Inner Hebrides, boarding the ferry for Craignure on the Isle of Mull. From there we will travel by coach and then 
ferry to the sacred Isle of Iona, where we will visit the historic abbey and nunnery. Admire the abbey church, its architecture spanning the 13th 
and 16th centuries, and now restored as an active place of worship. Within the abbey is St. Columba’s shrine, the longest-standing structure 
in the abbey, dating from the 9th or 10th century. From there, stroll to the nearby Augustinian nunnery, the most complete nunnery complex to 
survive in Scotland. As we travel back to Craignure in the afternoon we pay a visit to Duart Castle. Built in the 14th century for Clan Maclean, it is 
one of the last surviving privately owned clan castles in Scotland. Tonight we continue our stay on the Isle of Mull, enjoying dinner at the hotel’s 
Sheallach-Na-Mara Restaurant with arguably the best views on the island and specialising in local seafood and steaks. 

Overnight: Isle of Mull Hotel, Craignure (B, D) 

Day 6 • Wed 13th May: MULL—STAFFA—FORT WILLIAM 
Continuing our tour of the Inner Hebrides, we will journey to the Isle of Staffa, home to a dramatic coastline of hexagonal pillars, and Fingal’s 
Cave, an acoustic and geological marvel. As we travel there by ferry, be on the lookout for dolphins, porpoises and minke whales which are 
often seen at this time of year. On our return, travel north along Loch Linnhe to Fort William. Sitting at the head of Loch Linnhe and rising up 
from the foreshore is Ben Nevis, Britain’s tallest mountain, towering 1,344 metres over Fort William. On arrival at Fort William we’ll check into our 
accommodation and have time to freshen up before gathering together for dinner at the hotel’s Kingfisher Restaurant. 

Overnight: The Moorings Hotel, Fort William (B, D) 

Day 7 • Thu 14th May: FORT WILLIAM 
After a leisurely breakfast at our hotel, board The Jacobite train to Mallaig. This is a spectacular train journey pulled by the famous steam locomotive. 
The line opened in 1901 in order to open up this remote area of Scotland and to enable fishermen to get their catch to markets in Glasgow and even 
further south to the industrial cities of Northern England, with the ability to travel all the way to London by train. This line is famous for the 21-arched 
Glenfinnan Viaduct, one of the first large concrete railway structures built by Robert McAlpine who became known as ‘Concrete Bob’. This viaduct is 
well known by many as it features in the Harry Potter films. Our destination, Mallaig, is a small port looking across to the Isle of Skye, where we’ll have 
free time for lunch and some investigation before we board the iconic train once again for our return journey. Dinner this evening caps off a great day 
of exploring the highlands by train. 

Overnight: The Moorings Hotel, Fort William (B, D) 

Day 8 • Fri 15th May: FORT WILLIAM—INVERNESS 
From Fort William we travel the length of Great Glen to Inverness. Great Glen, also known as Glen Mor and Glen Albyn, is situated on an ancient 
fault line that separates the Central Highlands from the wild north. Approximately 97 kilometres in length, Great Glen stretches from Fort William 
to Inverness on Moray Firth. Situated to the very north of the glen is the famous Loch Ness, 36 kilometres long, with a depth of 240 metres and 
containing the largest volume of fresh water in Great Britain. Keep your cameras handy for that shot of the mythical creature! On arrival at Loch 
Ness we’ll have the opportunity to look around and check out the visitors centre and exhibition followed by a one-hour cruise on the loch. Check 
into our accommodation for the next three nights, the Glen Mhor Hotel and Apartments, occupying a collection of Victorian buildings right next 
to the banks of the River Ness, before meeting together in the evening for a three-course dinner at a local restaurant. 

Overnight: Glen Mhor Hotel, Inverness (B, D) 

Day 9 • Sat 16th May: INVERNESS
This morning we will take the ScotRail train on the scenic branch line from Inverness to the Kyle of Lochalsh. During the nearly three-hour 
journey, we will glide by dramatic shores and wild mountain scenery, the vibrant Achnashellach Forest, picturesque villages and various lochs 

You may wish to take a first-class train journey from London to Glasgow to begin our adventure in Scotland. 
Book in advance to get the best deals. Travel the 644 kilometres north from London’s Euston Station on 
the West Coast Main Line to Glasgow Central on a Virgin Pendolino train. Travel at speeds of up to 225 
kilometres per hour with tilt technology. You could also return to London at the end of the tour via the East 
Coast Main Line from Edinburgh to London’s Kings Cross Station. 

PRE-TOUR OPTION: 
LONDON TO GLASGOW 
BY TRAIN 



before being greeted by wonderful views of the Isle of Skye. From there we will transfer by coach to the iconic Eilean Donan Castle. The seat 
of the MacRae clan, this castle was lovingly restored during the early 20th century by Lieutenant Colonel John Macrae-Gilstrap after he bought 
the island in 1911. The history of the castle is a dramatic one with the first fortified structure built here in the 13th century at the meeting of three 
lochs. After our exploration of Eilean Donan Castle, we return to Inverness. 

Overnight: Glen Mhor Hotel, Inverness (B) 

Day 10 • Sun 17th May: INVERNESS 
Today features another scenic rail journey exploring the Highlands. We’ll depart in the morning by ScotRail on the Highland Main Line, travelling 
to Scotland’s only ski resort at Aviemore located in the Cairngorms National Park. Aviemore is home to the preserved Strathspey Railway where 
we board a beautifully restored vintage train for a return journey to Broomhill via Boat of Garten. Travel along the original main line to Inverness, 
which was opened in 1863 and enjoy tea, coffee and biscuits on the return journey. On arrival back in Aviemore, board our coach and transfer 
to the Cairngorm Mountain Railway, Scotland’s only funicular railway, which rises up to a restaurant and viewing area at Top Station, 1,097 
metres above sea level. Here, we hope to see the Scottish Munros stretching to the horizon. This is a good opportunity to enjoy some lunch or 
refreshments while taking in the view before we return to Aviemore. We’ll break our coach journey back to Inverness with a stop at the Tomatin 
Distillery for a guided tour and tasting of Tomatin’s Highland single malt whisky. Although formally established in 1897, history suggests that 
whisky has been produced in the area since the 15th century. Dinner tonight is in the hotel’s restaurant, Nicky Tam’s Restaurant and Bar. 

Overnight: Glen Mhor Hotel, Inverness (B, D) 

Day 11 • Mon 18th May: INVERNESS 
Today is free for you to further explore Inverness or to venture further afield at your leisure. Some options include taking a two-hour train trip to 
Aberdeen, the Granite City, for shopping, art galleries and the historic quarter. Another option is travelling to Helmsdale or to Wick on the Far 
North Line to see some of the most remote and striking parts of the country. Closer to Inverness, there is the option to take the bus to the site of 
the Battle of Colloden of 1746, the final confrontation of the Jacobite rising of 1745 and part of a religious civil war in Britain. Or take a boat trip 
on the Moray Firth for a chance to see dolphins and other sea life up close. 

Overnight: Glen Mhor Hotel, Inverness (B) 

Day 12 • Tue 19th May: INVERNESS—DUNDEE 
Today we will travel the full length of the Highland Main Line from Inverness over the Slochd Summit and the heritage Slochd Viaduct, our coach 
transferring our luggage for us. The line then reaches Druimachdair Summit which at 452 metres is the highest point on the UK rail network. Continue 
through the heart of the Highlands to arrive at the end of the line in Perth. From here we’ll change trains and continue onto Dundee, an old whaling 
city famous for building one of the last wooden-hulled ships, the RRS Discovery, which set sail in 1901 to explore Antarctica with Captain Scott. 
Miraculously, the ship has survived and is installed at Discovery Point. After checking into our hotel, relax and then we will meet together for the evening 
meal in the hotel’s restaurant. 

Overnight: Apex City Quay Hotel, Dundee (B, D) 

Day 13 • Wed 20th May: DUNDEE 
After breakfast at our hotel, we will enjoy a morning visit and guided tour at the RRS Discovery and Museum, before boarding our coach for a journey 
across the Tay Road Bridge down to St. Andrews. This historic town is compact and easy to explore on foot. After lunch, enjoy some free time perhaps 
visiting the ruins of the cathedral that was built during the 11th and 12th centuries, or stopping by the award-winning British Golf Museum. This 
afternoon we will visit the Eden Mill Distillery where we will be treated to a guided tour and tasting to learn how gin and single malt whisky is crafted here. 

Overnight: Apex City Quay Hotel, Dundee (B, L) 

Day 14 • Thu 21st May: DUNDEE—EDINBURGH 
Following a leisurely breakfast at the hotel, the morning is free to explore further in Dundee. A great option is to take the mile-long walk along the 
River Tay in order to photograph one of Scotland’s great railway bridges, the famous Tay Bridge, from the shore before we travel over it later. This 
bridge, which allowed greatly reduced travel times between Dundee and London, disastrously collapsed during a force ten gale in 1879, fewer 
than two years after its completion. It was subsequently rebuilt by the future designer of the Forth Railway Bridge, which we will also travel over 
today on our way to Edinburgh. On arrival in Edinburgh, we will check into our hotel then meet together for dinner in the restaurant at the hotel. 

Overnight: Macdonald Holyrood Hotel, Edinburgh (B, D) 

Day 15 • Fri 22nd May: EDINBURGH 
On our first of three mornings in Edinburgh, we will enjoy a guided walk through Scotland’s historic capital city. Absorb the city’s history, see the 
Palace of Holyroodhouse and the new Scottish Parliament building, walk the Royal Mile with its many points of interest and explore the castle. 
Much of Edinburgh is a designated UNESCO World Heritage site, so with an afternoon at leisure, there is time to take further guided walks or to 
explore additional sites of interest in Edinburgh with Alan. 

Overnight: Macdonald Holyrood Hotel, Edinburgh (B, L) 

Day 16 • Sat 23rd May: EDINBURGH 
This morning we pay a visit to the Bo’ness and Kinneil Railway, and the Museum of Scottish Railways. At the railway we will take a return journey 
to Manuel, via Kinneil and Birkhill, travelling through smoke-filled tunnels and viewing beautiful and varied scenery. Following our rail journey we 
will board our coach to transfer to Stirling for a visit to magnificent Stirling Castle. The castle has a long and turbulent history from the time of its 
first mention in 1110. Well-known historical figures such as William Wallace, Robert the Bruce, Mary Queen of Scots and Bonnie Prince Charlie 
are all a part of the rich tapestry of Stirling Castle’s history. We will then visit The National Wallace Monument. Situated on the summit of Abbey 
Craig, it stands overlooking the scene of Scotland’s victory at The Battle of Stirling Bridge in 1297. Built in 1861, the monument commemorates 
Sir William Wallace and houses this Scottish hero’s impressive sword. 

Overnight: Macdonald Holyrood Hotel, Edinburgh (B) 

Day 17 • Sun 24th May: EDINBURGH 
Today is free to relax or to continue your discovery of Edinburgh. Our hotel is conveniently located on the Royal Mile, close to many historical 
sites, museums, shops, pubs, bars and restaurants. If you would like to venture further afield, there are hop-on hop-off buses that give a good 
choice of routes. This evening we will gather together for a special farewell Scottish dinner and entertainment. 

Overnight: Macdonald Holyrood Hotel, Edinburgh (B, D) 

Day 18 • Mon 25th May: DEPARTURES 
It is here we will say goodbye to our friends in Scotland’s capital. You may decide to return to London via the East Coast Main Line from 
Edinburgh’s Waverley Station to London’s Kings Cross Station. (B)



Edinburgh Castle

WHAT’S INCLUDED
• 17 nights accommodation in comfortable, centrally-

located hotels  
• Daily breakfast, 3 lunches and 8 dinners 
• Drinks included with welcome and farewell dinners 
• All excursions and entrance fees to attractions, as 

listed in the itinerary
• Tipping and gratuities

WHAT WE DON’T INCLUDE
• International flights 
• Airport transfers on arrival and departure 
• Meals and services not mentioned in the itinerary 
• All other personal expenses such as drinks, 

phone calls, laundry services, camera fees where 
applicable  

• Excursions listed as optional and extra in the 
brochure

 FITNESS RATING
                Two ‘Locos’ - fitness rating

Eilean Donan

Fingals Cave, Staffa



SOME PLACES YOU’LL STAY
Hand-picked hotels and resorts based on location, customer 
feedback, value and atmosphere. Here’s a selection:

Perle Hotel, Oban

Glen Mhor Hotel, Inverness

The Moorings Hotel, Fort William

Macdonald Holyrood Hotel, Edinburgh

SUGGESTED FLIGHTS   
We have suggested flights for this itinerary depending 
on your departure point from Australia, any preferred 
stopovers en route and/or your planned pre- and post-tour 
activities. We can also investigate your preferred airline and 
offer you a solution based on connection times and prices. 
Contact 1300 800 977 to discuss your options.   
   
HOW TO BOOK  
Download a booking form from our website and follow the 
easy steps to getting on board.  Alternatively, contact us on 
1300 800 977 or info@railwayadventures.com if you’d prefer a 
form be sent to you. Complete the form and submit it, along 
with your $1000 pp deposit to secure your place on the tour.
  
DETAILS SUBJECT TO CHANGE  
We endeavour to have all the details of our tours correct at 
the time of printing.  However, sometimes factors beyond 
our control may affect the final inclusions and prices. 
These factors may include, but not be limited to; significant 
fluctuations in currency exchange rates, individual hotel/
restaurant decisions that may affect bookings; weather 
events forcing a change of itinerary; unexpected trackwork 
on rail lines, unexpected closure of site attractions and so 
forth. Therefore, items mentioned in the brochure such as 
quoted prices, hotels and inclusions are subject to change. 
If a change is imposed on us, we will endeavour to ensure 
the substitute is of the same quality that you’ve paid for.
  
TOUR PACE / LEVEL OF FITNESS:  
Our itineraries are designed to make the most of each 
destination, so a reasonable amount of activity is built into 
most days, which is why we call them adventures. Our 
philosophy is to offer you the best experience possible, 
while leaving you, our guest, the flexibility to pace yourself 
and choose how much or how little you want to do. Each 
Railway Adventures tour incorporates periods of free time 
for your own exploration and relaxation.

While you don’t need to be a ‘gym junkie’, a reasonable 
level of fitness is required for most of our tours. The ability 
to manage your own luggage, get on and off all manner 
of trains and coaches, walk for extended periods, stand 
comfortably, and climb steps and stairs will ensure you get 
the maximum enjoyment from your adventure.    
  
ADDITIONAL TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS  
In addition to assisting with flight suggestions and 
bookings, we can also give you some ideas of what you 
could do before and after your Railway Adventure.    

We can also organise your all-important Travel Insurance 
for you.  Call our office on 1300 800 977 if you would like to 
discuss options.  
    
TERMS AND CONDITIONS  
For more information on factors such as travel insurance 
requirements, fitness levels, fees and charges, tour 
cancellations, payment schedules and so on, please refer to 
our Terms and Conditions, which accompany the booking 
form.  They can also be found on our website.

PRICE
Per person twin share.............................. $10,875
Single supplement ..................................... $1,875
Deposit (per person) ......$1,000 at time of booking
Final payment due by ...................8th March 2020



YOUR TRAVEL AGENT

THE RAILWAY ADVENTURES STORY
Railway Adventures was launched in 2012 by well-known Australian TV personality and self-confessed 
rail fan, Scott McGregor. A lifelong passion for travel has taken Scott to scores of countries and his 
preference for rail has seen him exploring many of the world’s great train journeys, confirming his belief 
that the most relaxing, romantic and engaging way to see a country is by rail. He even has his own 
life-sized, fully-restored opulent train accommodation atop the Great Dividing Range near Mudgee, 
offering guests a rare and special bush retreat experience.  
  
Since 2012 Railway Adventures has thrilled and delighted more than 1200 travellers on over 100 
tours from Sweden to Sri Lanka, Tasmania to Transylvania, Britain to Burma, Venice to Vietnam and 
all manner of shorter adventures in our own wonderful country.  Scott’s numerous rail-themed TV 
documentaries, his ongoing involvement in rail heritage and his extensive connections with private 
train owners around the world, guarantee that every Railway Adventures tour is exclusive, entertaining 
and authentic. 06 August 2019.

TRAVEL ACCREDITED LIC #A14416

1300 800 977   railwayadventures.com

Glenfinnan Viaduct


