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INTRODUCTION 
New Zealand has enjoyed a rail renaissance in 
recent years with large investments being made into 
new rolling stock, upgraded track and better on-
board services. This has helped elevate it to a rail 
travel Mecca with vibrant heritage train and vintage 
transport operations all over this great country. On 
this all-encompassing adventure you are treated 
to some of the best rail, road and water journeys 
to be had anywhere in the world. And you can be 
assured that the destinations at the end of the line 
are as superb as the fun we’ll have getting there. 
A significant highlight on this classic adventure is 
a day at the historic Ferrymead Heritage Park just 
south of Christchurch on the glorious South Island. 
It was here in 1863 that a short section of broad-
gauge track was opened to the public and the 
story of one of the world’s most interesting railway 
systems began. 

Your journey, led by Allan Boyer, an unashamed 
proud Kiwi native, will reveal unrivalled natural 
beauty, surreal scenery, living museums, and vibrant, 
colourful cities. These are just some of New Zealand’s 
unique and captivating features, and when you add 
the experience of spectacular train journeys, you 
have all the ingredients for an unsurpassed adventure 
in the Land of the Long White Cloud.

HIGHLIGHTS
• Experience all of New Zealand’s main railways and many of its 

unique heritage trains

• Soak up the scenery of both NZ’s North and South Islands by 
train, coach and ferry

• Explore Auckland and visit the Museum of Transport and 
Technology and ride the Glenbrook Vintage Railway

• Journey through the centre of the North Island on the Northern 
Explorer, passing the Volcanic Plateau and ascending the 
world-famous Raurimu Spiral

• Cross Cook Strait and sail through the Marlborough Sounds by 
Interislander Ferry

• Cross the South Island on the spectacular TranzAlpine Express

• Visit the Plains Railway, home of the operating Rogers K 88 
steam loco built in 1877 

• Ride the world’s only Model T rail motor at Pleasant Point 
RailwayVisit the historic white stone town of Oamaru and its 
steam railway  

• Visit the only castle in New Zealand with stunning views of 
Otago Harbour

• Ride the Taieri Gorge Railway and continue through the 
mountains to Queenstown 

• Cruise on Lake Wakatipu on the classic century-old steamship, 
SS Earnslaw 

• Enjoy great meals, fine accommodation and many wonderful 
side-trips and sites

• Experience the culture and heritage of New Zealand. See amazing 
scenery from sea-scapes to rugged mountains, flora and fauna, 
meet friendly locals and enjoy amazing food and wine.

MEET YOUR TOUR LEADER

Allan Boyer

Allan and his wife Patricia operate a small tour company based in the South Island that began 
in 1988 and lead tours all over New Zealand, Australia and the Pacific Islands. Allan has 
managed rail tour groups from the USA for the International Railway Travellers Group to both 
New Zealand and Australia. In addition, Allan is a Train Manager for Dunedin Railways and as 
such, manages cruise ship and tour trains into the Taieri Gorge and across the South Island.



WHY TRAVEL WITH US
The joy of travel is not confined to the destination. How you travel is a large 
and rich part of the experience. Railway Adventures offers a truly unique 
perspective on some of the world’s most spectacular destinations, with the 
confidence that the journey will be just as magical and memorable as what is 
discovered at the end of the line.

WITH US, YOU CAN CONFIDENTLY EXPECT:

• Small group sizes — a small number of passengers per trip guarantees 
an intimate experience with less time spent queuing, more time with your 
guide, and better access to sightseeing destinations.

• Unique itineraries — every itinerary has been meticulously developed 
by a team of expert travellers with many years’ experience, an intimate 
knowledge of the destination, and with great cultural awareness. You are 
guaranteed to experience the best that each destination has to offer.

• Authentic local experiences — whether it’s a little-known, yet impressive 
steam railway, a small boutique hotel or an authentic restaurant, we know 
that you will experience something special on our tours.

• Expert local guides and local operators — we employ local guides to 
share their passion and knowledge of the place they call home, while our 
partners on the ground provide the best possible support and backup all 
the way.

• Customer satisfaction — our testimonials speak for themselves. Thousands 
have travelled with us over the years and many come back year after year, 
often bringing friends along. On our customer satisfaction ratings, over 97% 
would recommend us to others and/or travel with us again.

• Fully-escorted — our team of tour leaders is experienced and capable, 
entertaining and considerate, and together with our local guides, has your 
needs well covered. They will help with everything along the way, providing 
peace of mind, and allowing you to relax and enjoy the journey.  And you’ll 
find them jolly good company to boot!

TOUR MAP

The Taieri Gorge travels through a dramatic 
landscape. Natural wonders are blended with 
spectacular engineering on this journey; a 
wonderful example of the sheer determination 
of early railway pioneers.

Heritage Railways offers an eclectic mix of 
experiences and exhibits, Glenbrook Vintage 
Railway and Pleasant Point Railway.

The Northern Explorer will take you on a 
journey across the North Island, through green 
farmland and bush, past quaint country towns 
and volcanic landscapes, showcasing great 
examples of iconic engineering along the way.

The TranzAlpine traverses the Staircase 
Gorge, Waimakariri River, Arthur’s Pass and 
the depths of the Otira Tunnel, (New Zealand’s 
longest tunnel), on one of the great railway 
journeys in the World.

SOME WAYS 
YOU’LL TRAVEL
The best train trips possible, private luxury 
coach for off-train travel and many other 
appealing modes of transport.
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Day 1 • Saturday 17 October: ARRIVE AUCKLAND
Arrive in Auckland and join Allan and your fellow travellers for a welcome reception, followed by dinner and drinks at a local restaurant. 

Overnight: Skycity Grand Hotel, Auckland (or similar) (D)

Day 2 • Sunday 18 October: AUCKLAND
After breakfast at the hotel, embark on a morning sightseeing tour of Auckland, exploring its history, character and harbour, leading to a visit to 
MOTAT, the Museum of Transport and Technology. After lunch we’ll head to Glenbrook for a special steam train charter on the Glenbrook Vintage 
Railway to the historic harbour town of Waiuku. The one-hour round trip includes a private visit to the workshop and complementary afternoon tea. 

As the sun sets, we return to our hotel by coach for an evening at leisure.

Overnight: Skycity Grand Hotel, Auckland (or similar) (B)

Day 3 • Monday 19 October: AUCKLAND – WELLINGTON
An early start this morning as we board the Northern Explorer Train to Wellington. We travel south and discover the breathtaking mountain 
landscapes from the vantage point of our panoramic carriage. This train trip takes us through green farmland and bush, past little country towns 
and along rocky coasts, and showcases examples of iconic engineering, such as the Raurimu Spiral. The journey past Tongariro National Park, 
with its three spectacular volcanic mountains – Tongariro, Ngāuruhoe and Ruapehu – is a highlight of the trip.

We’ll finish our journey in Wellington at around 6:30pm, check in to our hotel and enjoy a dinner together at a local restaurant. 

Overnight: Rydges Hotel, Wellington (or similar) (B, D)

Day 4 • Tuesday 20 October: WELLINGTON
Today we embark on a full-day excursion of this wonderful capital city, including a chance to ride the historic Wellington Cable Car (which is 
actually a funicular railway) from the heart of the city centre, up through the hillside terraced houses of Kelburn to the lookout perched high above 
the city. Here we take some time to explore the 25ha Wellington Botanic Gardens and possibly enjoy lunch at the café. You might also like to 
visit the nifty Cable Car Museum. 

An early afternoon visit to the wonderful Te Papa Museum reveals the history and culture of this magnificent country. The museum showcases 
Māori and Pacific cultural treasures, New Zealand’s extraordinary natural life and its most important works of art. Dinner is at your leisure tonight. 
And for an evening treat, you may want to make a stop at the Carter Observatory and its “Space Place.”

Overnight: Rydges Hotel, Wellington (or similar) (B)

Day 5 • Wednesday 21 October: WELLINGTON
Today your tour leader will take those who are interested on a half-day tour by local train to the interesting heritage depot of Paekakariki 
workshops, home of Steam Incorporated, the premier heritage rail workshops and operation in the country.  Or you may wish to enjoy a free day 
exploring Wellington. 

Overnight: Rydges Hotel, Wellington (or similar) (B)

Day 6 • Thursday 22 October: WELLINGTON – PICTON – CHRISTCHURCH
This morning we’ll board the Interislander ferry for a journey described as “one of the most spectacular ferry rides in the world.” Departing at 
9am, we’ll journey across the Cook Straight to Picton and take some time to explore and enjoy lunch here before boarding the Coastal Pacific 
Train in the early afternoon. Transporting us south to Christchurch, our train travels breathtakingly close to the Pacific Ocean, where the roaring 
sea meets enormous bush-clad mountains. We’ll explore the stunning Kaikōura Coastline, famous for its marine mammals and whale-watching, 
and the impressive rail and road rebuilds after the massive earthquake damage of 2016. We continue along the coast and meander through the 
idyllic Canterbury Plains to arrive in Christchurch in the evening. On arrival we’ll check in to our hotel and enjoy dinner.

Overnight: Rydges Latimer, Christchurch (or similar) (B, D)

Day 7 • Friday 23 October: CHRISTCHURCH
This morning after breakfast we explore the city of Christchurch on a guided tour and afterwards a ride on the historic tram. Christchurch lost 
many of its heritage buildings and churches in the devastating earthquakes in 2010 and 2011, but it’s being rebuilt, and the city is as vibrant as 
ever. We’ll pay a visit to the innovative Cardboard Cathedral, as well as the moving “185 Empty Chairs” Earthquake Memorial. We’ll then spend 
some time at the Canterbury Museum and finish up the tour with a visit to Quake city, an interesting look at the infamous earthquake and its 
impact on the city. We’ll have lunch at a local restaurant before taking a tour to the wonderful Ferrymead Heritage Park where you can go back 
in time and soak up the atmosphere of this living museum. Ferrymead is located on the formation of New Zealand’s first railway and there are rail 
displays and trams run each day to a heritage village where the rail workshops and rolling stock are displayed, along with heritage trolley buses, 
aircraft, fire engines and other items.

The rest of the afternoon and evening are at your leisure. You may want to go for a stroll through the stunning botanical gardens, visit the art 
gallery or simply relax in the hotel. 

Overnight: Rydges Latimer, Christchurch (or similar) (B, L)



Day 8 • Saturday 24 October: CHRISTCHURCH – GREYMOUTH – CHRISTCHURCH
This morning we board the TranzAlpine train to Greymouth on the West Coast. This is described as one of the great railway journeys of the world, 
traversing the Staircase Gorge, Waimakariri River, Arthur’s Pass and the depths of the Otira Tunnel (New Zealand’s second longest, running under 
the Southern Alps for over 8.5km). Enjoy some time in Greymouth for a wander and some lunch before returning to Christchurch, arriving in the 
evening. The rest of the evening is free to spend at your leisure. 

Overnight: Rydges Latimer, Christchurch (or similar) (B)

Day 9 • Sunday 25 October: CHRISTCHURCH – DUNEDIN
We farewell Christchurch today and travel down the coast to Dunedin by coach. On the way we’ll pause to visit a couple of heritage towns and 
some interesting railway museums, including the Plains Railway. The Plains boasts an operating Rogers steam locomotive built in the USA in 
1887 and the Pleasant Point Railway near Timaru.  Here we can see the only Model T Rail Car in the world and ride it on their short section of 
track. A country style lunch at the railway is included.

A bit further down the coast is the town of Oamaru, the largest town of the Waitaki District with some of the Southern Hemisphere’s most 
complete Victorian streetscapes and 19th century architecture. After taking in the historic precinct with its charming Whitestone buildings we 
may have the opportunity to ride the Oamaru heritage railway through the old town area.

We’ll arrive in Dunedin in the late afternoon and check in to our centrally-located hotel. Dunedin is New Zealand’s largest city by area and perhaps 
the most spectacular in terms of divergent landscapes. After freshening up we’ll have dinner at the hotel’s signature restaurant, Parcels, in the 
old vaults of the original post office building. 

Overnight: Scenic Hotel Southern Cross, Dunedin (or similar) (B, L, D)

Day 10 • Monday 26 October: DUNEDIN – WAITAI – DUNEDIN
This morning we enjoy a coach tour of the city, beginning with a visit to the historic Larnach Castle and Gardens, situated overlooking Otago 
Harbour. We’ll then look over the opulent railway station and other landmarks in the city before settling in for a local lunch. The rest of the 
afternoon and evening are at leisure.

Overnight: Scenic Hotel Southern Cross, Dunedin (or similar) (B, L)

Day 11 • Tuesday 27 October: DUNEDIN – TAIERI GORGE – QUEENSTOWN
We’ll check out of our hotel after breakfast this morning and board the Taieri Gorge Railway for a scenic ride to the town of Pukerangi. Our train 
will travel across the Taieri Plains and climb into the Taieri Gorge, a narrow and deep gorge carved out over eons by the ancient Taieri River. On 
arrival in Pukerangi we’ll board our coach for the short drive to Middlemarch, where we’ll have some time to explore and enjoy lunch at leisure 
before continuing to Queenstown through the stunning country of the Central Otago. 

On arrival in Queenstown we’ll check in to our hotel and enjoy dinner at a local restaurant. 

Overnight: Novotel Lakeside, Queenstown (or similar) (B, D)

Day 12 • Wednesday 28 October: QUEENSTOWN
After a leisurely breakfast at the hotel, we set out to explore the Queenstown area. We will visit Arrowtown, a historic gold-mining village that 
has retained around 70 authentic buildings, monuments and features from the gold rush era. You’ll have time on your own for lunch at one of the 
many delightful local restaurants or cafes. 

Back in Queenstown in the early afternoon, we enjoy some downtime for shopping, exploring and relaxing. We then regroup for an unforgettable 
steamship cruise on Lake Wakatipu on the TSS Earnslaw, built in 1912 and recently restored to its original condition. Today it’s the only coal-fired 
steamship in operation in the southern hemisphere and has even been featured in several movies! This cruise is described as “undoubtedly one 
of the best ways to experience Queenstown’s famed scenic beauty.” Have a drink at the bar, enjoy a snack at the café, and visit the engine room 
and mini-museum. Dinner will be at leisure this evening. 

Overnight: Novotel Lakeside, Queenstown (or similar) (B)

Day 13 • Thursday 29 October: QUEENSTOWN
Enjoy a free day exploring the many wonders of Queenstown on your own today. Later in the evening we’ll regroup for a special farewell dinner.  

Overnight: Novotel Lakeside, Queenstown (or similar) (B, D)

Day 14 • Friday 30 October: DEPART QUEENSTOWN
Our tour concludes after breakfast at the hotel and we say goodbye to our friends and to New Zealand’s spectacular South Island. 



Lake Wanaka

WHAT’S INCLUDED
• 13 nights’ accommodation in comfortable, 3- or 4-star 

hotels including breakfast 
• Meals as per itinerary, 3 Lunches & 5 Dinners 

(B=breakfast, L=lunch, D=dinner)
• Drinks included with welcome and farewell dinners
• Exclusive charter of the Glenbrook Vintage Railway 

and Pleasant Point Railway
• Luxury chartered coach, with luggage transport 

throughout the tour
• Comprehensive sightseeing with expert local guides
• All excursions and entrance fees to attractions, as 

listed in the itinerary

WHAT WE DON’T INCLUDE
• Transport to/from New Zealand for tour start and end
• Excursions/entrances listed as optional in the itinerary
• Drinks with meals (except for welcome and farewell 

dinners)
• Items of a personal nature e.g. telephone, laundry, minibar
• Travel insurance

FITNESS RATING
               Two ‘Locos’ - fitness rating

Queenstown Lookout

Tranz Alpine Crossing Staircase Viaduct



SOME PLACES 
YOU’LL STAY
Hand-picked hotels and resorts based on location, 
customer feedback, value and atmosphere.

Skycity Grand Hotel Auckland

SUGGESTED FLIGHTS 
We have suggested flights for this itinerary depending on your 
departure point from Australia, any preferred stopovers en-route 
and/or your planned pre- and post-tour activities. We can also 
investigate your preferred airline and offer you a solution based 
on connection times and prices. Contact 1300 800 977 to discuss 
your options. 
 
HOW TO BOOK
Download a booking form from our website and follow the easy 
steps to getting on board. Alternatively, contact us on 1300 800 977 
or info@railwayadventures.com if you’d prefer a form be sent to you. 
Complete the form and submit it, along with your $1000 pp deposit 
to secure your place on the tour. 
 
DETAILS SUBJECT TO CHANGE
We endeavour to have all the details of our tours correct at the time 
of printing.  However, sometimes factors beyond our control may 
affect the final inclusions and prices. These factors may include, 
but not be limited to; significant fluctuations in currency exchange 
rates, individual hotel/restaurant decisions that may affect bookings; 
weather events forcing a change of itinerary; unexpected trackwork 
on rail lines, unexpected closure of site attractions and so forth. 
Therefore, items mentioned in the brochure such as quoted prices, 
hotels and inclusions are subject to change. If a change is imposed 
on us, we will endeavour to ensure the substitute is of the same 
quality that you’ve paid for. 

TOUR PACE / LEVEL OF FITNESS:
Our itineraries are designed to make the most of each destination, 
so a reasonable amount of activity is built into most days, which 
is why we call them adventures. Our philosophy is to offer you 
the best experience possible, while leaving you, our guest, the 
flexibility to pace yourself and choose how much or how little you 
want to do. Each Railway Adventures tour incorporates periods of 
free time for your own exploration and relaxation.

While you don’t need to be a ‘gym junky’, a reasonable level of 
fitness is required for most of our tours. The ability to manage your 
own luggage, get on and off all manner of trains and coaches, walk 
for extended periods, stand comfortably, and climb steps and stairs 
will ensure you get the maximum enjoyment from your adventure.  

ADDITIONAL TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS
In addition to assisting with flight suggestions and bookings, we 
can also give you some ideas of what you could do before and after 
your Railway Adventure.

We can also organise your all-important Travel Insurance for you.  
Call our office on 1300 800 977 if you would like to discuss options.
  
TERMS AND CONDITIONS
For more information on factors such as travel insurance 
requirements, fitness levels, fees and charges, tour cancellations, 
payment schedules and so on, please refer to our Terms and 
Conditions, which accompany the booking form.  They can also be 
found on our website.

PRICE
Per person twin share................................................$6,985
Single supplement* ...................................................$1,695
Deposit (per person) .......................$1,000 at time of booking
Final payment due by ............................... 19th August 2020

*Single travellers may request to share. Please advise at time of booking.

Scenic Hotel Southern Cross Dunedin

Novotel Queenstown



YOUR TRAVEL AGENT

TRAVEL ACCREDITED LIC #A14416

1300 800 977   railwayadventures.com

THE RAILWAY ADVENTURES STORY
Railway Adventures was launched in 2012 by well-known Australian TV personality and self-confessed 
rail fan, Scott McGregor. A lifelong passion for travel has taken Scott to scores of countries and his 
preference for rail has seen him exploring many of the world’s great train journeys, confirming his 
belief that the most relaxing, romantic and engaging way to see a country is by rail.  He even has 
his own life-sized, fully restored opulent train accommodation atop the Great Dividing Range near 
Mudgee, offering guests a rare and special bush retreat experience.

Since 2012 Railway Adventures has thrilled and delighted more than 1200 travellers on over 100 
tours from Sweden to Sri Lanka, Tasmania to Transylvania, Britain to Burma, Venice to Vietnam 
and all manner of shorter adventures in our own wonderful country.  Scott’s numerous rail-themed 
TV documentaries, his ongoing involvement in rail heritage and his extensive connections with 
private train owners around the world, guarantee that every Railway Adventures tour is exclusive, 
entertaining and authentic. 30 October 2019.


