
WITH CHRIS SKOW
14 - 28 OCTOBER 2020

• DENVER • CHAMA • DURANGO • MONUMENT VALLEY • MOAB • BRYCE NATIONAL PARK • 
• ELY • CARSON CITY • PORTOLA • SACRAMENTO • SAN FRANCISCO •

Railway Adventures and PTG Tours present

Trains and Treasures
of the American West



INTRODUCTION 
The American West is the stuff of legends, 
home to some of the world’s grandest scenery, 
vibrant cities and a network of iconic railways 
rich in history, character and astounding 
engineering. Travel on some of the most 
famous routes in the US and board some of 
America’s most famous trains from the trams 
of San Fran and AMTRAK express trains to 
the rollicking heritage lines like the Durango 
and Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad and the 
Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad. 

This tour will present to you some of the most 
exciting and scenic excursion train rides in 
six western states of the USA during the fall 
colours. Autumn in Colorado brings the rich 
golden tones of the Aspen leaves contrasted 
against the green pines, rugged rocks and the 
wide-open blue skies.

Along the way discover some of America’s 
most famous locations on a journey packed 
with spectacular natural wonders, bustling 
cities old and new, museums, monuments, 
and icons of rail and road across the legendary 
American West.

Navajo Tribal Park, Monument Valley

HIGHLIGHTS
• Explore the exciting Colorado Narrow Gauge history in Colorado ‘s 

best railroad museum. 

• Travel the spectacular way through the 1,000-foot granite cliffs of 
Colorado’s Royal Gorge.

• Visit the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad yards and workshop and 
capture the Western scenery from the train’s unique route

• Explore the fascinating railroad history in the Durango & Silverton 
museum

• Enjoy the US’s best-preserved Ancestral Puebloan archaeological sites 
in the National Park and UNESCO World Heritage Site Mesa Verde 

• Experience one of the most majestic and most photographed points 
on earth, the Navajo Nation Monument Valley Park

• Be one of two million visitors per year who experience the otherworldly 
magic of Bryce Canyon National Park

• Get delighted by the natural treasures of the Great Basin National Park 
from spectacular alpine lakes to the oldest living trees on planet earth 

• Travel the “Loneliest Road” in America with your ticket to endless 
vistas, wonderfully historic towns and classic roadhouses

• Explore the Nevada State Railroad Museum with the best-preserved, 
least altered, and most complete complex remaining from the steam 
railroad era in the US

• Ride a word-famous cable car on the streets of San Francisco
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WHY TRAVEL WITH US
Railway Adventures offers a truly unique perspective on some of the world’s most spectacular holiday destinations, with the 
assurance that the journey is just as magical and unforgettable as what is discovered at the end of the line. 

WITH US, YOU CAN CONFIDENTLY EXPECT:

• Small group sizes — a small number of passengers per trip guarantees an intimate experience with less time spent 
queuing, more time with your guide, and better access to sightseeing destinations. 

• Unique itineraries — each itinerary has been meticulously developed by a team with great cultural awareness and many years’ 
knowledge of each destination. You are guaranteed to experience the best that each destination has to offer. 

• Authentic local experiences — whether it’s a little-known yet impressive steam railway, a small boutique hotel or an 
authentic restaurant, we know that you will experience something special on our tours. 

• Expert local guides and local operators — we employ local guides to share their passion and knowledge of the places they 
call home, while our partners on the ground offer us support and backup all the way. 

• Customer satisfaction — our testimonials speak for themselves.  Thousands have travelled with us over the years and many 
come back year after year, often bringing friends along! On our customer satisfaction ratings over 97% would recommend 
us to others and/or travel with us again.    

• Fully-escorted — our team of tour leaders is experienced and capable, entertaining and considerate, and together with our 
local guides, have your needs well covered. They will help with everything along the way, giving you the peace of mind you need 
to soak up your surroundings. And you’ll find them jolly good company to boot! 

TOUR MAP

Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge 
Railroad train

SOME WAYS YOU’LL TRAVEL
We have selected a variety of highly acclaimed and unusual train trips, private luxury coaches for off-train travel, and other appealing 
ways of exploring this fascinating and ancient land. Here are just a few: 

Royal Gorge Scenic Railroad trainFall Colours excursion train

Nights at Hoteln

Train
Coach



Day 1 • Wednesday 14 October: ARRIVE DENVER
Arrive in Denver and transfer to the downtown Holiday Inn Express hotel. The rest of the day and evening is on your own to relax. The hotel will 
be within walking distance of many shops and other attractions right downtown. For railfans, Denver has a 47-mile-long standard gauge light rail 
system to explore. Opened in 1994, it has 172 vehicles serving 6 lines and 46 stations. We will be using one full van and perhaps two. A full van 
can seat 15 but we will only put no more than 10 persons in each van.

Overnight: Holiday Inn Express, (or similar), Denver

Day 2 • Thursday 15 October: DENVER
Begin the day with a visit the Colorado Railroad Museum in nearby Golden, which is full of wonderful Colorado Narrow Gauge history and rolling 
stock.  We will then make our way to the Forney Museum of Transportation, a one-of-a-kind collection of over 600artifacts relating to historical 
transportation. One of the highlights include the Union Pacific ‘Big Boy’ Steam Locomotive.  In the evening we will enjoy our Welcome Dinner.  

Overnight: Holiday Inn Express, (or similar), Denver (L, D) 

Day 3 • Friday 16 October: DENVER – CANON CITY – ALAMOSA – CHAMA
We have an early start today as we travel south to Canon City located at the mouth of the Royal Gorge stopping at Colorado Springs to view 
the famous “Garden of the Gods” rock formations. We will ride the Royal Gorge Scenic Railroad train for a journey through the spectacular 
Royal Gorge. Since 1879, these tracks have followed the winding, tumbling Arkansas River deep within the soaring, 1,000-foot granite cliffs of 
Colorado’s Royal Gorge. After our train ride, travel by highway to Fort Garland to board the evening Wine and Dine train with dinner on the Rio 
Grande Scenic Railway. We then continue on by road to Chama, New Mexico. 

Overnight: The Branding Iron Motel, (or similar), Chama New Mexico (D)  

Day 4• Saturday 17 October: CHAMA – ANTONITO – DURANGO  
After breakfast, visit to the railroad yards and workshops of the Cumbres & Toltec Railroad to watch the crew prepare the steam locomotive for 
departure. This morning you will have a choice to either ride the steam train up the steep grades to Cumbres Summit or you can follow the train 
by highway and get some great action shots then board the train at Cumbres Summit and ride the rest of the way to Antonito, Colorado. Once 
the train arrives at Antonito we head for Durango, Colorado by highway arriving early evening and check-in to your hotel.

Overnight: Best Western Rio Grande hotel, (or similar), Durango (L) 

Day 5 • Sunday 18th October: DURANGO – SILVERTON – ROCKWOOD – DURANGO
Before boarding our train in Durango, we will visit the Durango & Silverton museum which is attached to the workshops and give you a view into 
the roundhouse from the museum. We then board the first steam train of the day on the famous Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad. This 
train leaves Durango at 8:00AM and arrives in Silverton before lunch having passed through the dramatic Animas Canyon. Being on the first train 
gives us the opportunity to photograph the second train which arrives 45 minutes later. The Durango & Silverton Railroad shares a special place 
with the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad as the two iconic narrow-gauge steam railways of the American west - you will ride both of them. 
There is a railway museum in the old Silverton station. Your train will depart Silverton at 1:45PM and you will have the option to get off this train 
at the Rockwood Station. After returning to Durango the rest of the evening is yours to explore this colourful town and have dinner.

Overnight: Best Western Rio Grande hotel, (or similar), Durango (B, L) 

Day 6 • Monday 19 October: DURANGO – MESA VERDE – MONUMENT VALLEY  
We say good-bye to Durango and head west towards Arizona and Utah first paying a visit to Mesa Verde National Park. Mesa Verde, Spanish for 
green table, offers a spectacular look into the lives of the ancestral Pueblo people who live in the wonderfully preserved cliff dwelling.  Our next 
call we continue westbound to the Navajo Nation’s Monument Valley Park, one of the most majestic and most photographed points on earth.  
Here sandstone masterpieces of mesas and buttes tower at heights of a thousand feet. 

Our hotel this evening is a Navajo owned business located within the Navajo Tribal Park at Monument Valley. All rooms face east with a private 
balcony with views unlike anywhere else in world – you can enjoy the sunset as the shadows of late afternoon move across the valley and onto 
the massive rock formations. 

Overnight: The View Hotel, Monument Valley (B)

Day 7 • Tuesday 20 October: MONUMENT VALLEY – MOAB
Morning hours to explore Monument Valley as we travel the 17 Mile Drive through the valley to view some of the rock formations such as The 
Three Sisters and Totem Pole before heading north into Utah but still within the vast Navajo Nation. Just a hand full of miles into Utah we stop to 
visit Goosenecks State Park on the edge of the San Juan river canyon.  

Next is the Valley of the Gods, a hidden gem where we will have a picnic lunch. Back on the road northbound by late afternoon we will be enjoying 
the vast vistas at Canyonlands National Park before arriving in Moab, Utah, in the heart of canyon country.

Overnight: Best Western Hotel, (or similar), Moab (L) 



Day 8 • Wednesday 21 October: MOAB – BRYCE CANYON CITY 
Begin the morning with a visit to Arches National Park. You will discover a landscape of contrasting colours, landforms and textures unlike 
any other in the world. The park has over 2,000 natural stone arches, in addition to hundreds of soaring pinnacles, massive fins and giant 
balanced rocks. 

While heading westward we will pass through Capitol Reef National Park with a stop for a picnic lunch before continuing on to Bryce National 
Park for a late afternoon check-in. 

Overnight: Best Western Plus Bryce Canyon Grand Hotel, Bryce Canyon City (B, L) 

Day 9 • Thursday 22 October: BRYCE CANYON CITY – ELY  
After a morning visit to Bryce National Park with its thousands of Hoodoos (odd-shaped pillars of rock) we resume our westbound trip by entering 
Nevada. We soon pass by Great Basin National Park and the 13,000-foot summit of Wheeler Peak, with its sage-covered foothills, this National 
Park is a place to sample the stunning diversity of the larger Great Basin region. Continue to Ely, Nevada and hotel check-in.  

Overnight: La Quinta Hotel, (or similar), Ely (L)

Day 10 • Friday 23 October: ELY 
We will explore the Nevada Northern Railway yards and workshops in East Ely before today’s excursion train pulled by steam departs for the 
journey up to a point near the Ruth Copper Mine and back again. You have the choice to ride this train or follow on the highway for some great 
action shots.

Overnight: La Quinta Hotel, (or similar), Ely (B, L)

Day 11 • Saturday 24 October: ELY – EUREKA – AUSTIN – CARSON CITY  
It is time to yet again head west across the Nevada desert on the “Loneliest Road” in America. We will make stops in Eureka and Austin on our 
287-mile journey between Ely and Fernley.

Eureka is one of the best-preserved mining cities in the American West and rich lodes of precious metals made it the “Pittsburgh of the West”, 
overtaking the silver town of Austin in size and mining productivity during the middle 1870s when the Eureka & Palisade Railroad was extended 
south to the Central Pacific. There were dozens of saloons, gambling houses and bawdy houses, three opera houses and two breweries. Many 
of its buildings are impressive. We end at Carson City after a very long day.

Overnight: Carson Tahoe Hotel, (or similar), Carson City (B)

Day 12 • Sunday 25 October: CARSON CITY – VIRGINIA CITY – RENO – PORTOLA
On Sundays the Virginia & Truckee, Nevada’s most famous short line, runs a steam train from Eastgate Station up the steep hill to Virginia City 
and back, so today you can ride the train or follow to take photographs. Once this train arrives in Virginia City you will have the opportunity to 
visit the workshops. The ‘Bonanza’ short line’s last official revenue train operated on May 31, 1950 between Reno, Carson City, and Minden.

In the afternoon we visit the Nevada State Railroad Museum before heading northward through Reno and on to Portola, our overnight stop. In the 
evening we are invited over to Chris Skow’s home for an all you can eat Mexican Buffet out on the deck. Chris will have his garden scale model 
trains running in the gardens and you can inspect his massive collection of railroad artefacts in his private railroad museum.

Overnight: Sierra Motel (or similar), Portola (B, D)

Day 13 • Monday 26 October: PORTOLA – OROVILLE – SACRAMENTO 
After breakfast visit the Western Pacific Railroad Museum in Portola which has the largest collection of diesel engines in North America. Making 
our way to Oroville and on to Sacramento we will pass the famous locations of Clio Viaduct, Williams Loop and the Keddie Why Bridge. Our hotel 
in downtown Sacramento is next to the California State Railroad Museum and the old historic section of the city. The evening is for you to explore 
“Old Town” Sacramento with its numerous restaurants.

Overnight: Vagabond Inn, Sacramento (L)

Day 14 • Tuesday 27 October: SACRAMENTO – SAN FRANCISCO 
For those that are interested we will take a ride on the Sacramento Regional Transit light rail line followed by a visit to the California State Railroad 
Museum. Leaving Sacramento we first board Amtrak’s Capitol Corridor Train 541 for Richmond and connect with the Bay Area Rapid Transit 
(BART) for the ride into San Francisco. We will get off at the first station in the city and transfer to the street level streetcar line which will take us 
to Fisherman’s Wharf. San Francisco has purchased old street cars from all over the world and put them back into service to the enjoyment of 
many people. Later in the evening after dinner and after the rush hour we will take you on a night-time tour of San Francisco using the streetcar, 
cable car and trams.

Overnight: Holiday Inn Express Fisherman’s Wharf, (or similar) San Francisco (B)

Day 15 • Wednesday 28 October: DEPARTURES
The tour ends after breakfast. (B) 



WHAT’S INCLUDED
• 14 Nights’ accommodation in comfortable hotels 

and motels 
• Eight breakfasts, Eight lunches and Three dinners 
• Travel across Six Western States
• Twelve Train Rides
• Eight Railway Museums
• Three Railway Workshops
• Nine National and State Parks  

WHAT WE DON’T INCLUDE
• International flights
• Airport transfers on arrival and departure
• Meals and services not mentioned in itinerary
• All other personal expenses such as drinks, phone 

calls, laundry services, camera fees where applicable 
• Excursions listed as optional and extra in the brochure 
• Tips & Gratuities  

 FITNESS RATING
                Two ‘Locos’ - fitness rating

Mesa Verde National Park

Playa de la Concha

Animas Canyon



SOME PLACES YOU’LL STAY
Hand-picked hotels and resorts based on location, customer 
feedback, value and atmosphere. Here’s a selection:

The View Hotel, Monument Valley

Best Western Hotel, Moab

Best Western Plus Bryce Canyon Grand Hotel

Vagabond Inn, Sacramento

HOW TO BOOK  
Download a booking form from our website and follow the 
easy steps to getting on board. Alternatively, contact us on 
1300 800 977 or info@railwayadventures.com if you’d prefer 
a form be sent to you. Complete the form and submit it, along 
with your $1000 pp deposit to secure your place on the tour.  
  
DETAILS SUBJECT TO CHANGE  
We endeavour to have all the details of our tours correct at 
the time of printing.  However, sometimes factors beyond 
our control may affect the final inclusions and prices. 
These factors may include, but not be limited to; significant 
fluctuations in currency exchange rates, individual hotel/
restaurant decisions that may affect bookings; weather 
events forcing a change of itinerary; unexpected trackwork 
on rail lines, unexpected closure of site attractions and so 
forth. Therefore, items mentioned in the brochure such as 
quoted prices, hotels and inclusions are subject to change. 
If a change is imposed on us, we will endeavour to ensure 
the substitute is of the same quality that you’ve paid for.
  
TOUR PACE / LEVEL OF FITNESS:  
Our itineraries are designed to make the most of each 
destination, so a reasonable amount of activity is built into 
most days, which is why we call them adventures. Our 
philosophy is to offer you the best experience possible, 
while leaving you, our guest, the flexibility to pace yourself 
and choose how much or how little you want to do. Each 
Railway Adventures tour incorporates periods of free time 
for your own exploration and relaxation.
  
While you don’t need to be a ‘gym junkie’, a reasonable 
level of fitness is required for most of our tours. The ability 
to manage your own luggage, get on and off all manner 
of trains and coaches, walk for extended periods, stand 
comfortably, and climb steps and stairs will ensure you get 
the maximum enjoyment from your adventure.
  
ADDITIONAL TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS AND INSURANCE 
In addition to assisting with flight suggestions and 
bookings, we can also give you some ideas of what you 
could do before and after your Railway Adventure.

We can also organise your all-important Travel Insurance 
for you.  Call our office on 1300 800 977 if you would like to 
discuss options.
    
SUGGESTED FLIGHTS   
We have suggested flights for this itinerary from our 
preferred airline partners, depending on your departure 
point from Australia, any preferred stopovers en route 
and/or your planned pre- and post-tour activities. Contact 
1300 800 977 to discuss your options.
 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS  
For more information on factors such as travel insurance 
requirements, fitness levels, fees and charges, tour 
cancellations, payment schedules and so on, please refer to 
our Terms and Conditions, which accompany the booking 
form. They can also be found on our website. 

PRICE
Per person twin share................................ $9,875
Single supplement ..................................... $1,565
Deposit (per person) .......$1000 at time of booking
Final payment due by .................2nd August 2020



THE RAILWAY ADVENTURES STORY
Railway Adventures was launched in 2012 by well-known Australian TV personality and self-confessed rail fan, Scott McGregor. A lifelong passion for travel has taken 
Scott to scores of countries and his preference for rail has seen him exploring many of the world’s great train journeys, confirming his belief that the most relaxing, 
romantic and engaging way to see a country is by rail.  He even has his own life-sized, fully-restored opulent train accommodation atop the Great Dividing Range 
near Mudgee, offering guests a rare and special bush retreat experience. You can obtain more information about this unique guest house at www.stayinatrain.com

Since 2012 Railway Adventures has thrilled and delighted more than 1500 travellers on over 120 tours from Sweden to Sri Lanka, Tasmania to Transylvania, Britain 
to Burma, Venice to Vietnam and all manner of shorter adventures in our own wonderful country.  Scott’s numerous rail-themed TV documentaries, his ongoing 
involvement in rail heritage and his extensive connections with private train owners around the world, guarantee that every Railway Adventures tour is exclusive, 
entertaining and authentic. 28 October 2019.

MEET OUR TRAVEL PARTNERS
“PTG tours: unique holidays since 1998” - PTG Tours have an unrivalled reputation as one of the 
world’s leading companies offering rail based holidays full of Culture and Heritage. Their customers 
travel with them time and time again, knowing that they will have a “holiday of a lifetime” every time.

TRAVEL ACCREDITED LIC #A14416

1300 800 977   railwayadventures.com

Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad 

YOUR TRAVEL AGENT


