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INTRODUCTION 
In May 2021 we invite you to join us for six spectacular days of 
exploration, great train travel, fun and sensory overload.

Over two years in the making this record-breaking Australian 
heritage rail journey will take you behind some of the country’s 
oldest and finest steam locomotives and carriages. Never before 
has a tour featured eight steam locomotives in one journey! Our 
star feature will be a short run on the 130-year-old locomotive 
Y112, as well as several sections where two or three locomotives 
will haul at the same time.

Visit the small town of Wycheproof where the line runs right up the 
middle of the Calder Highway through town. Spend some time in 
Maldon, which has retained an authentic pioneer-like appearance 
and a well-preserved gold-mining era history. Enjoy the unique 
pleasure of cruising the Murray River aboard a paddle wheeler 
at Echuca. All with excellent guides, many meals included, and a 
group of like-minded fellow travellers sharing the journey!

Travel far away from the well-worn main tracks, through country 
Victoria, along lines that in several instances haven’t seen these locomotives in over half a century! This is your time to sit back as you 
enjoy sweeping views of the countryside, savouring the simple delights of travel, as it used to be. 

Victorian Goldfields Railway

HIGHLIGHTS
• Soak up multiple steam-hauled journeys from 

Melbourne to Sea Lake, Wycheproof to Melbourne, 
Melbourne to Castlemaine, and Bendigo to Echuca

• Enjoy a mystery heritage rail tour in Melbourne

• Private viewing at the Newport Heritage Railway 
Workshops 

• Embark on another steam-hauled journey from 
Castlemaine to Maldon on the historic Victorian 
Goldfields Railway 

• Take a return heritage rail journey from Melbourne 
to Newport

• Relax on a Murray River paddle steamer cruise 
with refreshments

• Special farewell dinner in Echuca with beverages

• Travel with expert guides and the services of your 
tour leaders along the way

MEET YOUR TOUR LEADER

SCOTT MCGREGOR   

Scott McGregor has been involved in the media for over 30 years as an actor, presenter, writer and 
producer and over the last decade has extended his many interests into the world of travel. Inspired 
by his experiences hosting tours for the Powerhouse Museum and others he decided to establish 
Railway Adventures in 2012. Since then he has led more than 40 tours to almost 40 countries. 
Graduating from NIDA in 1979, he appeared in a wide range of stage, film and TV roles including 
the lead role in the ABC’s epic mini-series 1915 and the Coral Island. He has presented and hosted 
numerous prime-time ratings winners including many years as the handyman on Better Homes 
and Gardens and the host of Room For Improvement. He presented two series of his own Railway 
Adventures for Channels 10 and 7 and a number of programs for The History Channel. He also 
owns and operates RUWENZORI which he built in the 1980’s from vintage railway carriages on top 
of the Great Dividing Range near Mudgee in central NSW. Restored in an opulent Orient Express 
style it is now a popular tourist retreat for up to 13 people. Check it out at www.stayinatrain.com



WHY TRAVEL WITH US
The joy of travel is not confined to the destination. How you travel is a large and rich part of the experience. Railway Adventures 
offers a truly unique perspective on some of the world’s most spectacular holiday destinations, with the confidence that the 
journey will be just as magical and memorable as what you find at the end of the line. With us, you can confidently expect: 

WITH US, YOU CAN CONFIDENTLY EXPECT:

• Unique itineraries — each itinerary has been meticulously developed by a team of expert travellers with many years’ 
experience, an intimate knowledge of the destination, and with great cultural awareness. You are guaranteed to experience the 
best that each destination has to offer.

• Authentic local experiences — whether it’s a little-known yet impressive steam railway, a small boutique hotel or an 
authentic restaurant, know that you will experience something special on our tours. 

• Expert local guides and local operators — we employ local guides to share their passion and knowledge of the place they 
call home, while our partners on the ground provide the best possible support and backup all the way. 

• Customer satisfaction — our testimonials speak for themselves. Thousands have travelled with us over the years and 
many come back year after year, often bringing friends along. Our customer satisfaction ratings show that over 97% would 
recommend us to others and/or travel with us again.    

• Fully-escorted — our tour leaders are experienced and capable, entertaining and considerate, and together with our local 
guides have your needs well covered. They help with everything along the way, providing peace of mind, and enabling you to 
relax and enjoy the journey. And you’ll find them jolly good company, to boot!

TOUR MAP SOME WAYS 
YOU’LL TRAVEL
The best train trips possible, private luxury 
coach for off-train travel and many other 
exciting ways to explore. Here’s a selection:  

Multiple steam-hauled journeys

Victorian Goldfields Railway

Murray River Paddle Steamer Cruise



Victorian Goldfields Railway



Optional pre-tour night • Tuesday 18 May: MELBOURNE
We anticipate our train to depart Southern Cross Station at approx. 6am on the 19th May. Why not enjoy a convenient overnight stay 
right across the road from the station? 

Day 1 • Wednesday 19 May: MELBOURNE - SEA LAKE - SWAN HILL 
Welcome to the Spectacular! Board your train at Melbourne’s Southern Cross Station and settle in as your train heads south to North 
Geelong where it swings right. You will soon pass over the spectacular Moorabool Viaduct. The 440-metre (1,440 ft) long bluestone and 
iron viaduct was opened in 1862 to carry the Geelong-Ballarat railway over the river valley. It remains in use today, having been reinforced 
with extra steel piers in 1918, to a design of Victorian Railways Engineer, Frederick Esling. Having passed through Gheringhap we’ll 
arrive in Ballarat. 

We’ll stop in Ballarat for approximately one hour for a locomotive change before heading to historic Maryborough Station for a brief leg 
stretch. The train will then head into the country onto lines that no longer support regular passenger services. This will be the first time 
since 1970 that a Victorian K class locomotive has hauled a train to Sea Lake. At Wycheproof, the line will veer right into the middle of 
the Calder Highway which runs right through the middle of the town! This unusual arrangement is unique to only two towns in Australia, 
the other being Rockhampton. After a short technical stop, we will arrive in Sea Lake.

Transfer by coach to Swan Hill where the rest of your evening is at leisure to explore and enjoy dinner.

Overnight: Swan Hill Resort/Comfort Inn Lady Augusta, Swan Hill (B, L)

Day 2 • Thursday 20 May: SEA LAKE/WYCHEPROOF - MELBOURNE
After breakfast, we travel by coach back to Wycheproof. We’ll have some time to explore this charming little town and take photos of 
the train waiting for us right in the middle of the main street!

Board the train for the journey to Maryborough where we’ll stop for approximately one hour, time enough to soak up the extraordinary 
architecture and history of this grand station. This is also your chance to see the 133 year-old locomotive Y112 join the train for the short 
journey to Ballarat. Have your camera ready as we’ll now have three locomotives hauling our train! In Ballarat we will have another hour-
long stop and locomotive change before heading back to Melbourne via North Geelong. A mid-evening arrival is anticipated. Your hotel 
is located conveniently across the road from Southern Cross Station.

Overnight: Quality Hotel Batmans Hill on Collins, Melbourne (B, L, D)

Day 3 • Friday 21 May: MELBOURNE - NEWPORT - MELBOURNE
This morning we return to Southern Cross Station for a short mystery tour before heading to the Newport Heritage Railway workshops. 
This facility is the home to Steamrail Victoria and 707 Operations Inc. You will have the unique opportunity to privately inspect the sheds 
and see the collection and maintenance facilities up close. A BBQ lunch will be provided by the Rotary Club of Williamstown before we 
re-board our train and return to Melbourne. The rest of your day and evening is at leisure.

Overnight: Quality Hotel Batmans Hill on Collins, Melbourne (B, L)

Day 4 • Saturday 22 May: MELBOURNE - CASTLEMAINE - MALDON - BENDIGO
Today we head north passing through the Elphinstone Tunnel. 385 metres (1,263 ft) long, the tunnel was built in brick and bluestone as a 
double-track horseshoe profile tunnel and completed in 1860. Before our arrival at Castlemaine we will cross the giant Taradale Viaduct. 
This large wrought iron box girder bridge over Back Creek was erected as part of the Melbourne, Mount Alexander and Murray River 
Railway between 1858 and 1861 and was at the time one of the largest rail bridges built in Australia.

At Castlemaine, we’ll disembark and change trains for the Victorian Goldfields Railway. Heading west, we hope (time permitting) to 
disembark at Muckleford where our train will reverse then run past the station allowing us some atmospheric photo opportunities. We’ll 
then re-board for the short journey to Maldon. This charming gold rush era town is a short walk from the station and retains much of its 
original Edwardian character. Here you will have plenty of time to explore, shop and have lunch on your own. In the mid-afternoon we’ll 
regroup at the station where our coaches will be waiting to transfer us to Bendigo. After checking-in, coaches will be on hand to transfer 
those wishing to explore Bendigo and have dinner in town (our hotel is approx. 1.5km from the CBD).

Overnight: Mercure Schaller Bendigo (B) 

Day 5 • Sunday 23 May: BENDIGO - ECHUCA
Enjoy a free morning to explore as you wish. Coaches will be on hand to transfer you from our hotel to the station for our lunchtime 
departure, or you may wish to meet us there. Lunch today is at your own expense. This afternoon we will make a little bit of history as 
this will be the first time in six decades that a Victorian A2 class locomotive has hauled a train to Echuca!

On arrival in Echuca we’ll transfer by coach to the nearby port where we will embark on one of three Murray River paddle wheelers. 
Enjoy a two-hour cruise on the Murray with refreshments and beverages, before returning to the port we will transfer to our hotels for 
check-in. Take some time to relax and freshen up before joining your fellow travellers for a special farewell dinner at a local restaurant.

Overnight: Mercure/Quest, Echuca (B, D)

Day 6 • Monday 24th May: ECHUCA - MELBOURNE 
After breakfast we’ll transfer to the station to re-join our train. We’ll travel back to Bendigo for a short stop to add an additional 
locomotive. Heading further south we’ll pass through the 390-metre-long (1,280 ft) Big Hill Tunnel which was completed in 1860, located 
between Kangaroo Flat and Ravenswood. Enjoy lunch aboard as we re-trace our journey to Melbourne and the end of our adventure. A 
mid to late afternoon arrival at Southern Cross Station is anticipated, where we say farewell to our fellow travellers and the great trains 
of the Southern Steam Specular. (B, L)



WHAT’S INCLUDED
• All train travel
• 5 nights’ accommodation in comfortable, centrally- 

located accommodation  
• Breakfast daily, four lunches and two dinners 
• Comprehensive sightseeing with expert local guides
• Excursion/entrance fees, except those listed as optional 

in the itinerary    

FITNESS RATING
              Two ‘Locos’ - fitness rating

Maldon Streetscape

Fountain At Bendigo

Bendigo



SOME PLACES YOU’LL STAY
Hand-picked hotels and resorts based on location, customer 
feedback, value and atmosphere. Here’s a selection:

TOUR PRICES
Excursion class: You will be seated in a mixture of 
comfortable heritage non air-conditioned carriages 
throughout your journey. Cars will either be open seating 
or compartment style with up to four passengers per 
compartment.

Per person twin share.............................................. $2,990
Sole Room Use* ...................................................... $3,490     

Tourist class: You will be seated in heritage air-
conditioned carriages* throughout your journey. Cars will 
be compartment style with up to four passengers per 
compartment. 

*Please note cars on the Victorian Goldfields Railway are 
not air-conditioned.

Per person twin share.............................................. $3,190
Sole Room Use* ...................................................... $3,590

First class: Limited availability You will be seated in 
heritage First Class air-conditioned carriages* throughout 
your journey. On the Victorian Goldfields Railway you will 
be seated in the spectacular Tambo and Macedon cars 
and enjoy a complimentary cheese platter and glass of 
sparkling. 

*Please note cars on the Victorian Goldfields Railway are 
not air-conditioned.

Per person twin share.............................................. $3,390
Sole Room Use* ...................................................... $3,790

Deposit (per person) .........................$500 at time of booking
Final payment due by ......................................4 April 2021 

*Please note: we have very limited Single Rooms available. 
Single travellers may request to share. Please advise at time 
of booking.

*Please note: the train and tour are NOT designed to 
accommodate pax who cannot walk distances or negotiate 
uneven surfaces or stairs without difficulties.

YOUR TRAIN ITINERARY
Wednesday 19th May
Melbourne – Ballarat: R711, R761
Ballarat – Wycheproof: K153, K190
Wycheproof – Sea Lake: K153 – the first K class to haul to 
Sea Lake in nearly 30 years

Thursday 20th May
Wycheproof – Maryborough: K153, K190
Maryborough – Ballarat: Y112, K153, K190
Ballarat – Melbourne: R761, K190

Friday 21st May
Melbourne Mystery Tour
Melbourne – Newport – Melbourne: D³ 639

Saturday 22nd May
Melbourne – Castlemaine: A² 986, R761
Castlemaine – Maldon: J549

Sunday 23rd May
Bendigo – Echuca: A² 986 – the first A² to haul solo from 
Bendigo to Echuca since 1963

Monday 24th May
Echuca – Bendigo: A² 986
Bendigo – Melbourne: A² 986, R761

Quality Hotel Batmans Hill on Collins, Melbourne

Mercure Schaller, Bendigo

Quest, Echuca

Please Note: Hotels of a similar standard may be substituted.



THE RAILWAY ADVENTURES AND CRUISE EXPRESS STORY

The combined talents of two great Australian rail touring companies, Cruise Express and Railway 
Adventures, have worked together to create and present this special tour. Cruise Express has been 
a market leader in the Cruise industry since 2001 and has been developing specially chartered 
train touring programs for many years, including rail and sail holidays and numerous steam hauled 
extravaganzas around Australia. Railway Adventures, the brainchild of TV personality Scott McGregor, 
has hosted more than 140 tours all over the world since 2012. It is with great excitement that the staff 
and directors of these passionate tour operators bring you another unique and exciting journey.

TRAVEL ACCREDITED LIC #A14416

1300 800 977   railwayadventures.com

YOUR TRAVEL AGENT

Ballarat Railway Station


